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Mandatory Reporting by Health Professionals
Section 101 of the Firearms Act 1997 

This FACT sheet provides information on the notification process for health professionals who believe on reasonable grounds that, in the interests of public safety, a person is not a fit and proper person to have a firearm in his or her possession or control.
What does the legislation provide?
Section 101 of the Firearms Act 1997 provides protection from civil or criminal liability including a breach of any duty of confidentiality or of professional rules or ethics, when a health practitioner or a professional counsellor or social worker discloses to the Police information about a person who possesses or controls a firearm.

What is meant by a health practitioner?

A health practitioner is defined in S101(6) of the Firearms Act 1997 as any person registered under the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law to practise in a health profession, other than as:

· a diagnostic radiographer in the diagnostic radiographer division of the medical radiation practice profession; or 

· a student.

In addition to health practitioners, the reporting requirements of the Firearms Act 1997 also apply to professional counsellors and social workers.

Where do I access the form?

The notification form is attached to this FACT Sheet. A link to this FACT Sheet and Form can be found on the Firearms/Weapons page on the NT Police website or by phoning the Firearms Registry.

Under what circumstances would the health professional notify the Police?

It is a matter of exercising your discretion once a belief on reasonable grounds is formed. The belief may be based on a physical or mental infirmity, impacting on the individual’s ability to safely possess and operate firearms.

For example, if you are treating a person and that person has made threats of self-harm or harm to others, or you have reason to believe that person may be a risk to their own safety or public safety if in possession of a firearm or prohibited weapon, you should notify the Police. You may be aware that the person either holds a firearms licence or has access to firearms or prohibited weapons. Or, the person may have threatened harm with a firearm/prohibited weapon. Reporting to the Police allows them and the Firearms Registry to check if the person holds a firearms licence or if there are firearms or weapons kept at their address. The Firearms Registry and the Police can then take the appropriate action.

How does the health practitioner notify the Commissioner?

Complete the notification form and email or fax to the Firearms Policy and Recording Unit.

The Firearms Registry treats all notifications of this nature as a priority and will liaise directly with police. 

If the notification is urgent & it is outside business hours, ring the Police Assistance Line 131 444 and provide the notification form to the police assistance email address.

What will the police do?

Police will check to see if the person holds a firearms licence/permit and has possession of firearms or prohibited weapons. Police will also check to see if there are firearms or prohibited weapons stored by other persons at that address.

If the person does not hold a firearms licence or permit and there are no firearms or prohibited weapons at the address, police may take no action except to satisfy themselves of the safety of all concerned.

If the person does not hold a licence or permit but there are firearms or prohibited weapons stored by another licence/permit holder at the address, police will need to be satisfied that the firearms/prohibited weapons are secure and that no unauthorised access is possible.

If the person does hold a firearms licence or permit, that licence or permit may be suspended and the firearms/ prohibited weapons seized as a public safety precaution. 

What happens if the person has their licence or permit suspended and firearms/weapons seized?

Suspension of a licence or permit is temporary. It is usually in response to an urgent situation where firearms/prohibited weapons need to be seized. Once suspended, a person may be requested to provide an opinion from a doctor, either a GP or specialist, to determine if the person may continue to hold a firearms licence/permit or if the person should have their licence or permit revoked.

The determination and decision on the course of action to be taken is made by the Firearms Registry.

All consideration is given and the matter is handled in a sensitive and confidential manner. 
What if the person I am treating is in hospital?

If the person is currently in hospital, notification should be sent to the Firearms Registry as soon as practicable before the patient is discharged.

What information is required?

The form requires the following information:

· The name of the person, and

· Address and phone number, and

· Date of Birth.

Indicate on the form where the person is currently located - home, hospital etc.

If the person is in care at a location other than their residential address, indicate the address where the person will be staying when discharged.

There is a section on the form for comment on the circumstances of the case and why you hold concerns that the person may not be a fit and proper person to have access to firearms/prohibited weapons.

You may insert here how the information was relayed, what that information was and any observations you have made concerning the case that may be relevant to the Police or the Firearms Registry.

There is a section for you to insert your details as the person reporting. This is so that Police or the Firearms Registry may make contact with you to discuss the information supplied, if necessary.

All information supplied is treated in the strictest confidence.

What do I do when the form is complete?

Print the completed form and email to the Firearms Registry firearms.management@pfes.nt.gov.au or fax to 08 8922 3540.

If the situation is urgent call the Police Assistance Line on 131 444 to report the matter and email the reporting form to police.assistance@pfes.nt.gov.au

Where can I get more information? 

Call the Firearms Registry on 8922 3543 or contact them at firearms.management@pfes.nt.gov.au

Firearms Registry 

Address: Peter McAulay Centre, Berrimah NT 0828

Telephone: 8922 3543 (firearms registry); 131 444 (police assistance line)

Fax: 8922 3540

Email: firearms.management@pfes.nt.gov.au; police.assistance@pfes.nt.gov.au (for urgent action outside of business hours)

Website: www.pfes.nt.gov.au/police/firearmsweapons 
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